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Tlaven yhbp ra maydes ouoios wales méroviay,y 


Oi rAsoves ygmius, mavert D4 me maless dpeius. 


Homer, Ody ff. 








ERUSING very lately the wretched ae 
ries of a Great and Excellent QOuseen, the Im- 
mortal Elizabeth ; a Name, ever Dear and 
Sweet in the Remembrance of all true Eng- 
lifbmen ; 1 plainly faw, that no Fiatnefs or 

{mbecillity of Genius in any Writer, whofe Simplicity 
went hand in hand with Truth, could hinder the Glories 
of Her Reign from breaking through the darkeft and 
moft cloudy Defcriptions, and ftriking the Ima ination 
of the Reader with a thoufand noble Ideas of Her Wif- 
dom and Juftice; more than either the Narrownefs of 
the Piece, or the Inability of the Artift, would fuffer 
to be drawn, in their full Luftre and Proportion. The 
Incomparable Queen got the better, almoft in every 
Page, of the Hi/forian ; and tho’ She were the Laft of 
a Royal Line now utterly extinguifh'd, yet becaufe She 
was the greateft Ornament of it, and becaufe Pofterity 
filll taftes and feels the lafting Benefits of Her aufpicious 
Adminiftration, therefore we often think of Her with 
Cordial Honour and Gratitude, obferve Her Day, and 
yenerate Her Afhes ; and many more fine Things are faid 
of Her by the Living, than ever were written by the 
Dead. Even thofe Writers, who of late have argu’d, 
as if all our Forefathers from the beginning of the /2/ 
Century were Pitts and Savages, or as if we had never 
been Planted, at leaft never Civiliz’d, till the Revoln- 
tion, do yer, in fome favourable Interval of common 
Senfe and Modefty, turn back with Pleafure to this happy 
Reign, which they cannot difturb ; acknowledge the 
many Bleflings and Glories of it ; and to avoid fingu 
larity, extol a Queen, whio is indeed effeétually out of 
their Power, e know very well for whofe fake 
it is that they go fo far out of their way for a Pa- 
rallel; “and becaufe where-ever the Dignity of the 
Regal Office is concern’d, they are obliged to em- 
ploy all thofe Arts of Fualfhood and Mifseprefenta- 
tion, with which they Cavil at the Fatts of every 
Day and the Truths of Eternity, therefore it may be 
no ufelefs and unfeafonable Entertainment, to ‘fet 
the Charaéter and Condué& of Queen Elizabeth, and 
the moft remarkable Occurrences of Her Reign, in as 
clear and diftin& a Light as poflible; that thefe wretched 
Obfervers upon paft and prefent Times may never 
more offer at an Application. ; 

Queen Elizabeth game to the Crown, at a time when 
the Court was full of the fame Faces, which had been 
fo violently fet againft Her in a former Reign, when 
Steps were openly taken for defeating Her undoubted 
Right to the Succeffion. She was of a different Religion 
from the Old Minifiry, and yet rather than run the 
Rifque of early Diffentions and Quarrels among Her 
Counfellors, She did'not fcruple to ere&t a mixt Mi- 
niffry for fome fhort time, till the Reformation could be 
happily accomplifh'd; preferving all along the entire 

mmand over Her own Court, in-fuch a manner, 
that She had a fair Oppertunity of trying the Tempers 
and Abilities of thofe about Her : and then a free 

Choice of Men truly valuable, who were foon won over 

to Her Intereft and their own ; as well as a full Power 

of difcarding the Reprobates, who were never more 
in.a Condition to give Her any folid Difturbance, 
when She had eftablifh’d Concord and Unanimity with- 
in the Royal Palace, and. made Her Miniffry entirely 

Englifh and Prote/tant, Vike Her Self. oe She 

was always vigilant and ‘active to prevent all private 

Difputes Ba Retinbiried between Her Peers and Nobles ; 

as particularly in the Cafe between the Earls of Leice/er 

an Safle : And wheir the Strefs of the whole Court 
lay hard upon Cecil, wlio was falflyaccufed- of Affection 
to the Howfe of Suffolk, and of being in the French 


Intereft, She interpos’d with unerring Judgment, and 
preferv'd that great Minijter from being cruth'd by a 
Fiition. She had that Regard for the Honour of Ma- 
je/fy, that in all Her fhare of the TranfaStions between 
the Dutch and the Crown of Spain, andin the whole 
Courfe of that unhappy Affair with the Queen of Scors, 
the ftrongeft Salvo’s were entred in favour of Majefty ; 
of which Her Anfwer, made to the Propofitions offer'd 
by the Bithops of Rofs and Galloway, and the Lord Le- 
vingfton, is a lafting Evidence. She would by no 
means fuffer Her owi Prerogative to be alienated or di- 
minith’d ; becaufe Her Love to Her People was fo great, 
that the Power of Protesting their Liberties could in 
no hands be fo fafe, nor fo well employ'd, as in Her own. 
When an Arrogant Envoy came over, to foment Di- 
vifions in Her Kingdom, She found Law enough in Fuffi- 
nian to treat him as hedeferv'd: And upon the Applica- 
tion of the Commons to defire Her to Marry, She took 
care to hinder a Branch of the Legiflature from getting the 
better of thofe Natural Rights, and that Perfonal Liber- 
ty which every Monarch enjoys in common with the 
meaneft Subject: Her Reply to that Propofal, when it 
was afterwards Repeated, left all future Attempts of the 
fame Nature wholly Inexcufable and Abandon’d to the 
bitrereft Reflections. By Her Piety, Wifdom and Con- 
duct, the freed Her felfand Her People from the Romifh 
Yoke, and rooted out thofe many Errors and Superfti- 
tions, which had for fome Centuries, prevail'd in Het 
Kingdoms. At the fame Time fhe labour’d inceffantly 
to prevent the Calvinifical Syitem from taking root in 
Scotland; where the Reformation had been Unhappily be- 
gan in oppofition to the Government. She kept a 

crict Hand both over Papi/f and Puritan: Laws for 
Uniformity were made and executed, When the Brown- 
ifts from Zealand, the Familifcs from Holland, and the 
Calvinifs from Geneva, among whom came over the 
nes in Difguife, and join’d them in moft of their 

otions of Government, began to Infeét her People, 
fhe applied an early Cure to the Malady, let loofe the 
Executive Sword upon all who abus’‘d their Liberty, 
efpecially upon the Autliors of Seditious Books and Li- 
bels, at that time as rare and uncommon, as Whales and 
Earthquakes. Not above Zen are mention’d in all her 
Reign; and foine of thefe fo inconfiderable, that their 
Authors were look’d on as Madmen, tho’ their Opi- 
nions have been reviv’d fince, with great Gravity and 
Earneftnefs. No Name was then too Powerful to leave 
a Guilty Writer co the Mercy of the Law: For Bacon 
himfelf lay a longtime.in Prifon, upon a Sufpicion 
of being 5 dtr: in the, Libel of Hales. Tho’ Occa- 
fronal Confurmity was at? chat time a Rag of Popery, and 
ferv’d to cover and difguife many great Men of thar 
Religion, who ftill kept in Place, till a new Mark cf 
effectual Diicrimination was found out ; and tho’ vaft 
Offers were made by Foreign Princes, and Propofils 
conftantly renew'd, to. induce the Queen to reftore Po- 
pery; of which fhe made her Advantage, by fpinning 
them out, till fhe had gain’d feveral important Points 
for the Benefit of her Kingdoms; yet amidft the con- 
tinual Attack from abroad upon her Hopes and Fears, 
fuch was the mutual Confidence between her and her 
People, that not the leaft Jealoufy of this kind can be 
tracd through all her dunals. If any little Ruffle or 
Diforder happen’d at any time on the fide of Puritan 
or i at her only Domeftick Enemies, fhe had the 
Church of England entirely with her; and every one who 
lean’d to the Right-hand or to the Left, was efteem’d 
and treated accordingly: A Babbington in the State, ai d 
a Grindal in the Church, found it very difficult to con 
ceal their Affections to either. 
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QGcen Flizabetiy had many and great Supplies given 
| rai Parliament ; patticularly Two whole Subjidies b 
i the Gergy, and Three by the re befides Six Fifrecnths 
ents in her Thirty-Sixth Year: A Contribution, 
r heard of in former Ages. But a good Account 
$25 given of chefe extraordinary Taxes in the Manage- 
+ @ent of her foreign Wars and Alliances. She faw 
where rhe Ballance of lead, and lets Spa the 
moment Philip hecame Formidable, to make Peace with 
France, which was doné ifia Treary at CGambray, An- 
other was afrerwards made near Offend, and 
tho’ the King of Navarre bafely deferted the Protefant 
Tiere, yet as aCurb upon Spain, the Queen reniew'd 
her Priendthip with him, by the Articles of Greensici. 
ln the mean time,the beter to difirefs the growing 
Power of Spain, the carried on a Naval War with great 
Vigour ; made Sertlements im the dudies, encoura ed 
Navigation to a very great degree, fent out mi 
Fleets under Ejfex:, Rawleig) and Cifford : Whereby her 
Domirtions were enlarg’d, her People enrich’d, and the 
few Troops ihe lene to her Neighbours, paid for by 
the Allies, to whofe Afliflance they were fent: So shat 
every where the War was husbanded to the great Gai 
and Benefit of the Publick. She thelrer'd and encou- 
rag'd thie Dutch in the Intaney of their Commonwealth, 
in oder to make them a lafting Barrier againft Spain ; 
and fare as Umpite begween France, Spain and Holland, 
for a long times holding the Ballance, and weighing 
out Advantages to her own Kingdom. For the [roups 
fhe lent the Flollanders, the had the Bril, Fixjbing, and 
other Cautionary Towns put into her Hands ; that the 
Charges fhe was at in their Detence, wigs: be repay d. 
The Srutes feveral times offer'd ber the Sovereignty of 
their Provinces ; and her General fate and Voted among 
them, ray had a Negative, and acted as Stadtholder ; 
in which Office the Prince of Orange, by the Queen's 
Leave, fucceeded him. But afcer a Jong Struggle, when 
the Armada was defeated, Spain weaken’d, and wea- 
ry d.with an ovet-weiglit of Greatnefs, and the Govern- 
ment and Barrier of the Netherlands fecur'd, then the 
‘Queen agreed to a Treaty of Peace; and the haughty 
afpiring General, who opposd it, was anfwer'd out of 
the Book of Pfalms; Tbat the Blood-thirffy Man should 
net live ont baif bis Days ; which Words were goo fadl 
rov'd Ly the Event ‘to be Prophetick, Far Cay 
a her utmoft to firengthen and propagate t e 
orm’d Intere/f every where: In the North, bythe Match 
an Scotland and Denmark : dn Hilland, by oppo- 
fing D’Ava and the dnguiftion; tho’ fhe abhor'd_ the 
Jeaft Shadow of Rebellion, which, confidering the Title 
of the Houle of Burgundy, was by no means the Cafe 
between Spain and the Dutch : And in France, by fup- 
porting the Hygonors, under a Proteftant Heir of Na- 
varre; tho’ thofe Ingrates bafely deferted her at Newport, 
and made fuch ungrateful Returns, as took off from 
‘the Commiferation and Pity, that afterwards fell 
ro their Share, in the aos - pt : 
This great Oneen was a over of Learning an 
Religion: Siccanune the Univerfiies, and filld the 
Church with fo many and fhining Ornaments, that even 
when a Child, fhe {oon —- atm be afraid of Popery. 
Her Majefty was a firi& Preferver of Publick Credit, All 
Loans to the Crown were made good. All Demands 
upon the Dutch and other Allies, facisfy'd in behalf of 
her Subjects. She caufed many ufeful Manufactures to 
be brought into England, and fet up for the Employ- 
ment of the Poor. made Settlements in the /ndses, 
-and greatly enlarg’d Trade and Navigation : She erected 
a Turky and Eajt India Company : But kept.all Foreign- 
ers in ftri&t Dependence ;_ and when the forbad Mono- 
polies, would not fuffer the Power of the Purfe, any 
more than that of the Sword, to lie out of the Reach 
of her long Arm, or to be -wnty’d from her Scepter. 
No Monarch ever fhew'd more Jodgmenc in the diftri- 
bution of Rewards and Punifhments, or in the happy 
Temperament of Juftice with wy She drew all the 
Affection to her felf; maintain’d Unity, and held the 
Execurive Sword with as ftrong a'Hand as the Ballance : 
So thar fhe always knew her Kingdom's Strength, and 
could always Command it. Real Dangers lefs affected 
her, than Fears and Jealoufies do other States: The Ar- 
mada never appear d but once upon her Coafts ; and 
I remember but one talfe Rumour of any Confequence 
all her Reign, which w1s in the Year 1595, and even 











that not altogether groundiefs. The Queen had te, 
Favourites, but never humour'd or rruckl’d fo far ¢, 
their Ambition or Avarice, as to fuffer them to becom, 
dangerous to her felf, or a burchen co others: ¢ Tie 1;-, 
ment Leicefrer fet up for himfelf, upon a Dutch Bor. 
tom, he was taken down and mortify’d. No Briri/i, 
Subject was permitted to yrow wanton with fore; 
Favours ; nor could Sir Philip Sydacy’s Merit make 25 
Exception to this Rule. Even Efex, when he had yp- 
derhand treated with the sifh Rebels, and began to 
charge the Queen with Jmputence, and defy her Ven. 
geance, foon fel] trom the Pinacle, and was dath’d 
to Pieces upon the Battlements his Vain-glory had 
erected. 

Queen Elizabeth, by promoting Peace at home, and 
a emer all her Subjeéts, and by good Laws, anda 
due’ Execution of them, more effeciually provided tor 
the Swcccffion, than could poffibly be done by any other 
Securities. When the Right was in the Queen of Scars, 
there was fome Reafon for not coming to a more par- 
cular Declaration and Settlement, on the account of 
Religion ; becaufe the Succeflor was a Papi. How- 
ever, when the Propofal was firft made, the Queen 
anfwerd, She wonld not derogate from the Right of Her 
Succeffor, mor yet endanger her own Security? and as it 
mere cover ber own Eyes with a Grave-Cloth, while fhe was 
alive. Her Conjeétures feem'd to be well grounded; 
for the very next Year, Lenox, Poole and Fortefeue, with 
other Traitors, were for anticipating the Succeffion, by 
fetting up the Scotch Queen For Queen of England, 
But this Projeé&t was foon fiifled; and at the fame time 
the Lady Katharine Gray, and the Earl of Hertford an. 
other Pretender, were committed Prifoners to the Tower : 
Tho’ upon the Marriage of the Scorch Queen with the 
Lord Darley, the Englifh were fo difpleas’d, that the 
Queen was advis'd to take the Lady Karbarine for fome 
time into Favour, by way of Cheque to the other's too 
forward Ambition. When this Matter was again re- 
viv 'd, the Queen anfwer'd ; That Succeflors in a colla- 
teral Line were feldom declar'd: That Lewis of Orleans 
and Francis of Angoulefne bad never been declared, yet 
abtain’d the Crown quietly: And that fuch a Declaration 
had ofien arm'd the Son againft the Father. After this 
an Afjociation was made in Parliament, for deteéting and 
Sppoling all fuch, xbofhould raife a Rebellion, invade the 

ngdom, or attempt any Frvil againft the at Perfon: 


mn 
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And the Perfon, for xbom or by wbom they fall attemp: any 
Juch thing, was declar'd incapable of the Gown, Thus by 
degrees Queen Elizabeth got rid of 4 Popifh Succejfir ; 
and when that Obftacle was remov did not Scru- 
ple to declare the mex¢ Heir, fill referving her own So- 
veraignty. She adopted and own’d him as her Son,con- 
vine d him, that his Intereft.and her own were Infepa- 
rable: And tho’ he had many and great Provocations, 
yet he difcover'd his early Wifdom in nothing more, than 
in giving conflant Proofs of areal Friendthip and Vene- 
ration for Queen Elizabeth, He had Her Majeffy’s dying 
Voice, and fucceeded quietly, norwithfaadiog the En- 
deavours of fome malicious forward Courtiers, to fo- 
ment a Mifunderftanding, who were too Early in their 
Devoirs to the Scotch Court, before the Engh{h Queen 
had fully compleated her 68th Yea, = 
This is a fhort Epitome of a glorious Reign. Thofe 
who love Monarchy and Gwaarchy, or-who hate it, have 
free leave to draw out the Parallel. 1 do not fay, ic firs 
in all it’s Parts. We have as Good and Great an Eli 
aabeth: We have more Laws in Number, and more § 
Learning in Quantity. Our Publick Securitics are Stron- 7 
ger; and we may be as Happy as our Forefarhers. But 


whether the fame Race of Good Subjefts and True Englifr- [ 
men be ftill remaining, without Mixture and Alloy, need 
not, | believe, be made a Queftion, till 1 hear it derives, 


of can put it with Pleafure. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 

Juft Publith'd, 

* * The Publick Spirit of the Whigs, fet forth in their F 
generous Encouragement of the Author of the Cri: | 
With fome Obfervations on the Seafonablenefs, Candor, | 
Erudition and Sryle of that Treatife. Price 1s. but to | 


the Subfcribers\Half a Crown. Nore, This Work is ; puri 
Printed in Quarto, fit to be bound up with the Crifis: | iba 
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